


EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

WELCOME!  Thank you for joining us for worship today.  At Redeemer we believe that the 
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more 
than just words.  It’s the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts.  Our 
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our 
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving.  May you be richly blessed as we worship together! 

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you.  If you are a guest 
with us today, please take a moment to fill out a card and hand it to either an usher or 
pastor or place it in the offering plate or the box in the gathering area. 

PARENTS’ ROOM  If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need 
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books and doodle pads are 
available to keep little hands busy during worship.  You’ll find them on a corner shelf in the 
gathering area. 

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area.  A family restroom is immediately to your 
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box, in the literature rack on the 
rear wall of the sanctuary, or in the visitor card slots on the back of each pew. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with 
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service.  You may also contact us 
anytime using the information below. 
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James Borgwardt, Pastor｜920-204-4015 
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org 

Chris Rathje, Pastor｜352-445-8366 
crathje@redeemerfdl.org 

David P. Lecker, Principal｜989-245-4015 
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org

www.redeemerfdl.org 

606 Forest Avenue 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager 
920-921-4020 
office@redeemerfdl.org
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EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD 
January 19, 2025 

WORSHIP SERIES: EPIPHANY MOMENTS 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” When someone has an epiphany, it’s 
not that reality changed. The way they see that reality is what changed, for a deeper truth has 
been revealed. An epiphany is an “a-ha!” moment causing us to look at things very differently. 

In the Church Year, Epiphany is the season when we see Jesus begin his ministry, revealing the 
reason the Son of God came to earth. In this season we will come to understand that when we 
have Jesus in our lives, it does not always mean our reality drastically changes. It simply means 
that we see reality differently (and better). Jesus always provides an abundance of epiphany 
moments. 

January 12 Baptism Is the Cure for an Identity Crisis .................................

January 19 God Delivers More than We Ask, Not Less ............................

January 26 Rejection Is Not Proof of Failure ................................................

February 2 Popularity Is Not Proof of Success ...................................................

February 9 The Least Qualified Are the First Sent .......................................

February 16 Blessings Are Cursed; Curses Are Blessed ............................

February 23 Love Your Enemies, Overcoming Evil with Good .................

March 2 Glory Is Hidden in Order to Be Revealed ..........................................

TODAY’S FOCUS: GOD DELIVERS MORE THAN WE ASK, NOT LESS 

It is easy for us to assume that if God says “no” to a request, we are getting less than we 
wanted. We need to have an epiphany moment, seeing the reality—that God always wants 
more for us than we want from him. Saying “yes” to all our requests would often result in us 
receiving less joy, less blessing, a lesser life. So, when God says “no” to our request, we can be 
assured it is because he wants to give us more. Far more than existing as a “help desk” or 911 
dispatch, God’s love for us is like that of a groom for his bride. His love for us exceeds all 
expectation and understanding. In that love, God always delivers more than we ask, not less. 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

OPENING HYMN Rise Up and Shine | 376 

INVOCATION  

Minister  In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Brothers and sisters, God has revealed his only Son to be the Savior of all people.  Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and confidently seek his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our 
words, in our deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Deliver us, restore us, and give us your peace. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen! 

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  
Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  
Amen. 
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GLORY TO GOD 

The accompanist will introduce the canticle in its entirety. 

Tune: © 2023 Michael D. Schultz and Kevin P. Becker, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717598 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Almighty God, you gave your one and only Son to be the light of the world. Grant that your 
people, illumined by your Word and sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, 
that he may be known, worshiped, and believed to the ends of the earth; through your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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THE WORD



FIRST READING Isaiah 62:1-5 

1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,  
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet,  

till her vindication shines out like the dawn,  
her salvation like a blazing torch.  

2 The nations will see your vindication,  
and all kings your glory;  

you will be called by a new name  
that the mouth of the Lord will bestow.  

3 You will be a crown of splendor in the Lord’s hand,  
a royal diadem in the hand of your God.  

4 No longer will they call you Deserted,  
or name your land Desolate.  

But you will be called Hephzibah, 
and your land Beulah;  

for the Lord will take delight in you,  
and your land will be married.  

5 As a young man marries a young woman,  
so will your Builder marry you;  

as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride,  
so will your God rejoice over you.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING  Ephesians 3:14-21 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted 
and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the 
Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep 
is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness 
of God.  
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St. Paul teaches that 
God wants us to 
have a life that is 
fuller than we could 
possibly imagine.

The prophet Isaiah 
pictures the Church’s 
relationship with the 
Lord as an infinitely 
happy marriage. As 
our bridegroom, Christ 
delivers more than that 
for which we ask.



20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Joyously I’ll Praise My Savior | 611:1 

Text: tr. Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, abr.  
© 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717598 
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GOSPEL  John 2:1-11 

1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 
2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was 
gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”  
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”  
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for 
ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.  
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled 
them to the brim.  
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the 
master of the banquet.”  

They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into 
wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the 
water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the 
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; 
but you have saved the best till now.”  
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he 
revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

HYMN OF THE DAY Magnificent, Marvelous, Matchless Love | 577 

SERMON GOD DELIVERS MORE THAN WE ASK, NOT LESS 
 John 2:1-11 
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To spare a newlywed 
couple embarrassment 
from having run out of 
wine, Mary asks Jesus 
to do something. 
Jesus delivers more 
than his mother asks, 
turning water into the 
choicest of wine.



CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

OFFERING 

 Online gifts may be given by scanning the QR code or at redeemerfdl.org/give.  
You may also use the Vanco app: Search first for Fond du Lac, then scroll down to 
Redeemer. Online givers may place the cards located in the card rack on the back 
of the pews into the plate. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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HYMN At the Lamb’s High Feast | 675:1 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, 
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us 
from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant 
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true 
faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 
is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

HYMN At the Lamb’s High Feast | 675:5 

PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

In the Bible, God tells us that a person ought to examine himself or herself before receiving 
Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:28,29).  Those who receive Communion today confess 
they hold the following convictions: 

1) I repent of all my sins, holding nothing back from God (1 John 1:9).  2) I believe that Jesus 
took away my sins through his death on the cross (1 John 3:5).  3) I believe that in Communion 
I receive Jesus’ true body and blood along with the bread and the wine ( Matthew 26:26-27, 1 
Corinthians 10:16).  4) I agree with all the teachings of this church family, as I have learned to 
know them through their instruction classes. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Church of God, Elect and Glorious | 854 

 Arise and Shine in Splendor | 375 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  Christ Begins | 385:1,2


