


EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

WELCOME!  Thank you for joining us for worship today.  At Redeemer we believe that the 
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more 
than just words.  It’s the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts.  Our 
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our 
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving.  May you be richly blessed as we worship together! 

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you.  If you are a guest 
with us today, please take a moment to fill out a card and hand it to either an usher or 
pastor or place it in the offering plate or the box in the gathering area. 

PARENTS’ ROOM  If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need 
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books and doodle pads are 
available to keep little hands busy during worship.  You’ll find them on a corner shelf in the 
gathering area. 

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area.  A family restroom is immediately to your 
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box, in the literature rack on the 
rear wall of the sanctuary, or in the visitor card slots on the back of each pew. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with 
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service.  You may also contact us 
anytime using the information below. 
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James Borgwardt, Pastor⎜920-204-4015 
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org 

Chris Rathje, Pastor⎜352-445-8366 
crathje@redeemerfdl.org 

David P. Lecker, Principal⎜989-245-4015 
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org

www.redeemerfdl.org 

606 Forest Avenue 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager 
920-921-4020 
office@redeemerfdl.org
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THE SEASON OF EPIPHANY 
February 16/17, 2025 

WORSHIP SERIES: EPIPHANY MOMENTS 

“Epiphany” comes from a Greek word that means “reveal.” When someone has an epiphany, it’s 
not that reality changed. The way they see that reality is what changed, for a deeper truth has 
been revealed. An epiphany is an “a-ha!” moment causing us to look at things very differently. 

In the Church Year, Epiphany is the season when we see Jesus begin his ministry, revealing the 
reason the Son of God came to earth. In this season we will come to understand that when we 
have Jesus in our lives, it does not always mean our reality drastically changes. It simply means 
that we see reality differently (and better). Jesus always provides an abundance of epiphany 
moments. 

January 12	 Baptism Is the Cure for an Identity Crisis ...................................

January 19	 God Delivers More than We Ask, Not Less ................................

January 26	 Rejection Is Not Proof of Failure ..................................................

February 2	 Popularity Is Not Proof of Success .....................................................

February 9	 The Least Qualified Are the First Sent .........................................

February 16	 Blessings Are Cursed; Curses Are Blessed .............................

February 23	 Love Your Enemies, Overcoming Evil with Good ...................

March 2	 Glory Is Hidden in Order to Be Revealed ............................................

TODAY’S FOCUS: BLESSINGS ARE CURSED; CURSES ARE BLESSED 

As Jesus gathered followers, he taught them that his kingdom runs exactly opposite to the 
principles and priorities of the world. Therefore, much that we think is good is bad, and vice-
versa. If we want to accurately see the world, we need to have this epiphany. That which the 
world considers a blessing can often be a curse. Things like success and wealth and health can 
lead us away from our God. We become so enamored with those blessings that we forget 
about the Blesser. Conversely, there are hidden blessings in what we would normally consider 
curses. When we fail, when we suffer, and when things don’t go our way, it forces us to put our 
trust in God and for our souls to be satisfied in him. The reality is that perceived blessings can 
be cursed and perceived curses can be used for our blessing. 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

OPENING HYMN	 Come unto Me, Ye Weary | 706 

INVOCATION	  

Minister	 	 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation	 Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Brothers and sisters, God has revealed his only Son to be the Savior of all people.  Therefore, 
let us confess our sins to him and confidently seek his forgiveness. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our 
words, in our deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Deliver us, restore us, and give us your peace. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen! 

GLORY TO GOD 
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The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of power and might, we want to see this world accurately. Don’t allow us to become so 
enamored with the blessings you give that they lead us away from the One who gives them.  
Rather, fill us with gratefulness for your gifts and help us to find the blessings hidden even in 
the hardships we face.  When we fail, when we suffer, when things don’t go our way, lead us to 
put our trust in you and find satisfaction for our souls; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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THE WORD



 FIRST READING	 Jeremiah 17:5-8 

5 This is what the Lord says:  
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man,  

who draws strength from mere flesh  
and whose heart turns away from the Lord.  

6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands;  
they will not see prosperity when it comes.  

They will dwell in the parched places of the desert,  
in a salt land where no one lives.  

7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,  
whose confidence is in him.  

8 They will be like a tree planted by the water  
that sends out its roots by the stream.  

It does not fear when heat comes;  
its leaves are always green.  

It has no worries in a year of drought  
and never fails to bear fruit.”  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY	 Psalm 1 
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A blessed life is not 
connected to outward 
circumstances like 
health or wealth. 
Rather, the one who is 
blessed is the one who 
has been given the gift 
of faith, whose trust is 
in the LORD.



SECOND READING 	 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, 
a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it 
away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast 
all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power 
may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in 
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL 	 Luke 6:17-26 

17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his disciples was 
there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the 
coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be healed of 
their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to 
touch him, because power was coming from him and healing them all.  
20 Looking at his disciples, he said:  

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.  
21 Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.  
Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.  

22 Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you and 
insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.  

23 “Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is 
how their ancestors treated the prophets.  

24 “But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort.  
25 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, 

for you will mourn and weep.  
26 Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated 

the false prophets.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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In one of his most 
famous sermons Jesus 
teaches that the good 
things we seek are 
found in places we 
would least expect.

Paul had some infirmity 
he initially viewed as a 
weakness. He came to 
see it as a blessing as it 
forced him to rely on 
God’s strength.



CONFESSION OF FAITH	 Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being 
with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into 
heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge 
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 
acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 
dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY	 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near | 867 

SERMON	 DELIGHT IN WEAKNESS 
	 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 

OFFERING 

 Online gifts may be given by scanning the QR code or at redeemerfdl.org/give.  
You may also use the Vanco app: Search first for Fond du Lac, then scroll down to 
Redeemer. Online givers may place the cards located in the card rack on the back 
of the pews into the plate. 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER	  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	  
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for sending your Son, 
Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us 
from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

    By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
    By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
    By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
    By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant 
and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true 
faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 
Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 
is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 

10



LAMB OF GOD	  

Tune: Marty Haugen.  Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717598 

 
 PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

In the Bible, God tells us that a person ought to examine himself or herself before receiving 
Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:28,29).  Those who receive Communion today confess 
they hold the following convictions: 

1) I repent of all my sins, holding nothing back from God (1 John 1:9).  2) I believe that Jesus 
took away my sins through his death on the cross (1 John 3:5).  3) I believe that in 
Communion I receive Jesus’ true body and blood along with the bread and the wine 
( Matthew 26:26-27, 1 Corinthians 10:16).  4) I agree with all the teachings of this church 
family, as I have learned to know them through their instruction classes. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS	 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior | 659 

	 Amazing Grace | 576 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this saving gift. We pray that 
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 	 Blest Are They | 690
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