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God’s surprising strategies for getting sinners back home.

Today’s Theme:
Grace Instead of Condemnation



EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

WELCOME! Thank you for joining us for worship today. At Redeemer we believe that the
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more
than just words. It's the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts. Our
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving. May you be richly blessed as we worship together!

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you. If you are a guest
with us today, please take a moment to fill out a card and hand it to either an usher or
pastor or place it in the offering box in the gathering area.

PARENTS' ROOM If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary.

CHILDREN'S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books are available to keep
little hands busy during worship. They are located on a corner shelf in the gathering area.

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area. A family restroom is immediately to your
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary. The other
restrooms are to your left.

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box, in the literature rack on the
rear wall of the sanctuary, or in the visitor card slots on the back of each pew.

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the
sanctuary. If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service. You may also contact us
anytime using the information below.

a N
James Borgwardt, Pastor | 920-204-4015 www.redeemerfdl.org
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org

606 Forest Avenue
Chris Rathje, Pastor | 352-445-8366 Fond du Lac, WI 54935
crathje@redeemerfdl.org

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager
David P. Lecker, Principal | 989-245-4015 920-921-4020
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org office@redeemerfdl.org
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THE SEASON OF LENT

March 30/31 2025

OPEN DOOR POLICIES—God’s Surprising Strategies for Getting Sinners Back Home

When a wayward child wanders far from home, how does a loving parent pursue them
without driving them further away? One thing that parent does is let the child know that there
is an ongoing open-door policy. The child knows they will always be welcomed back home.
Likewise, when we wander from God, he always keeps his door open for us. But God doesn’t
just passively wait for us to return. He lovingly pursues sinners in ways that make them long
for home.

In the Church Year, we have come to the season of Lent. The word Lent comes from an old
English word for spring: “lengthen,” when the days grow longer. For over 1400 years the
Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance
and renewal. In this 40-day journey to the cross and tomb, we will see the surprising strategies
our heavenly Father uses for getting sinners back home, close to him and the loving care he
offers.

TODAY’S THEME: GRACE INSTEAD OF CONDEMNATION

We assume people get what they deserve. We assume that what goes around comes around.
We assume God helps those who help themselves. Those assumptions are false. God does not
operate on the principle of merit but of grace. No one is beyond the reach of God’s grace. God
never turns it off. At the entrance of God’s open door is not a Father looking to condemn us,
but a Father who has eagerly longed for our return. When we do, he takes us in his loving arms
and assures us we are still his child. When the weight of our sin makes us fearful of God’s
condemnation, he reveals his grace yet again.




THE CHURCH
GATHERS FOR WORSHIP

GATHERING HYMN His Mercy Is More | 579

INVOCATION

. Both the invocation and
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. the sign of the cross are

Amen reminders of our baptism

CONFESSION OF SINS

This is what the Lord says—”1 am he who blots out your transgressions and remembers your
sins no more.” Isaiah 43:25

He does not stay angry forever but delights to show mercy.

He will have compassion on us and tread our sins underfoot.

He will hurl our iniquities into the depths of the sea. " 7182

Let us approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need. "erews 416

Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my
Savior, | pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin,
and take away my guilt.

ABSOLUTION

If anybody does sin, we have an advocate with the Father— Jesus Christ, the Righteous One

He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the
whole world. *°"?**?

Therefore at Christ’'s command and by his authority, | forgive you all your sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen. The blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. """ *”

HYMN REFRAIN
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A Refrain
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THE WORD

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, you receive us as your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that
we may heartily acknowledge your merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you
in willing obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING

In that day you will say:

“I will praise you, Lord.

Although you were angry with me,
your anger has turned away

and you have comforted me.
2Surely God is my salvation;

| will trust and not be afraid.
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength

and my defense;

he has become my salvation.”
*With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation.

Isaiah 12:1-6
*In that day you will say:

“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
make known among the nations what he
has done,
and proclaim that his name is exalted.
5Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;
let this be known to all the world.
®Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



SECOND READING Romans 8:1-10

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, *because through Christ
Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of sin and death. *For what the
law was powerless to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by | , Christ Jesus, God has

sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And already condemned all
so he condemned sin in the flesh, “in order that the righteous requirement | sin. For us there is only
of the law might be fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh grace and the gift of the
but according to the Spirit. Holy Spirit.

*Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those who
live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. ®The mind governed
by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. "The mind governed by the
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm
of the flesh cannot please God.

*You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit
of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. *°But
if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life
because of righteousness.

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL READING Luke 15:1-3,11-32

1 . .
Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus.

’But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man How does God respond to
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” those who object to or
3 . are enraged by his grace?
Then Jesus told them this parable: He responds with more

")esus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. *The younger one | grace.
said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of the estate.” So he divided his
property between them.

13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and there
squandered his wealth in wild living. **After he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in
that whole country, and he began to be in need. *So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that
country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. °He longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the
pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.

“\When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food to spare,
and here | am starving to death! ¥ will set out and go back to my father and say to him: Father, | have
sinned against heaven and against you. *’| am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like
one of your hired servants.’ °So he got up and went to his father.

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he
ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.

21“The son said to him, ‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and against you. | am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’

224yt the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his
finger and sandals on his feet. ’Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.
For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.” So they began to
celebrate.

25”Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music and
dancing. %650 he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. ?*your brother has
come,” he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and

sound.’

4The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him.
»But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years |I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your
orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so | could celebrate with my friends. %But when this
son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened
calf for him!”’

3Lu ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything | have is yours. 2But we had to
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.””

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN I Am Trusting You, Lord Jesus | 816

SERMON

THE OFFERING IS GATHERED

Online gifts may be given by scanning the QR code or at redeemerfdl.org/give.
You may also use the Vanco app: Search first for Fond du Lac, then scroll down to
Redeemer. Online givers may place the cards located in the card rack

on the back of the pews into the plate.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN How Deep the Father’s Love for Us | 523
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