
Say It Out Loud
Love Above All



EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

WELCOME!  Thank you for joining us for worship today.  At Redeemer we believe that the 
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more 
than just words.  It’s the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts.  Our 
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our 
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving.  May you be richly blessed as we worship together! 

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you.  If you are a guest 
with us today, please take a moment to fill out a card and hand it to either an usher or 
pastor or place it in the offering plate or the box in the gathering area. 

PARENTS’ ROOM  If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need 
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books and doodle pads are 
available to keep little hands busy during worship.  You’ll find them on a corner shelf in the 
gathering area. 

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area.  A family restroom is immediately to your 
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box, in the literature rack on the 
rear wall of the sanctuary, or in the visitor card slots on the back of each pew. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with 
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service.  You may also contact us 
anytime using the information below. 
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James Borgwardt, Pastor⎜920-204-4015 
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org 

Chris Rathje, Pastor⎜352-445-8366 
crathje@redeemerfdl.org 

David P. Lecker, Principal⎜989-245-4015 
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org

www.redeemerfdl.org 

606 Forest Avenue 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager 
920-921-4020 
office@redeemerfdl.org

http://www.redeemerfdl.org
mailto:office@redeemerfdl.org
mailto:jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org
mailto:crathje@redeemerfdl.org
mailto:dlecker@redeemerfdl.org


SEASON AFTER PENTECOST 
June 28/29, 2026 

SERIES THEME: SAY IT OUT LOUD 

The Season after Pentecost features what Christ teaches, and Christians in every vocation are 
encouraged to say it out loud. The truths of God’s Word are good for the soul, useful for life, 
and more reliable than anything else in the world. Watch out for false teachers who come with 
wise sounding words and pious promises, but who do not base everything on the Word of 
God! Give thanks to the Lord for faithful servants in the ministry of the gospel and those who 
support them! 

May 31	 God is Triune ...................................................................
June 7	 Jesus Leads Us .................................................................
June 14	 God Loves Sinners .........................................................
June 21	 Keep the Faith ................................................................
June 28	 Love Above All ..............................................................

TODAY’S FOCUS: LOVE ABOVE ALL 

As Christians we are called to love God above all things.  But that isn’t easy.  It’s a daily battle.  
Even the good things that God has blessed us with in our lives can become idols for us, when we 
make them more important than him.  That’s why we need to draw upon the strength that God 
provides in the gospel message in Word and Sacrament to fight the good fight of faith each day.  
When we run back to the precious promises God made to us in our baptisms or receive his true 
body and blood for our forgiveness in Holy Communion or rejoice in his amazing grace each 
time we open up our Bibles, we are equipped for battle and empowered to love the One who 
loved us first. 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

O Church, Arise. Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963. Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Text and tune: © 2003 
Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. 

My Heart Is Fill with Thankfulness. Text: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963.  Tune: Keith Getty, b. 1974; Stuart Townend, b. 1963 Text and 
tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

OPENING HYMN	 Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult | 711 

INVOCATION	  

Minister	 In the name of the Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation	 Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Brothers and sisters, our God has commanded us to fear, love, and trust in him above all 
things.  And yet, because we are imperfect sinners, we often fail to give him the number one 
place in our hearts.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to our heavenly Father and humbly ask 
for his forgiveness. 
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Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature and have sinned against you in my 
thoughts, words, and actions. I have not loved you with my whole heart; I have not loved 
others as I should. I deserve your punishment both now and forever. But Jesus, my Savior, 
paid for my sins with his innocent suffering and death. Trusting in him, I pray: God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, 
who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a 
called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 
Father and of the ✙ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.  

SONG OF PRAISE	 Before You, Lord, We Bow | 775:1,4 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all our 
heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in your care; 
through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
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LATE SERVICE 

BAPTISM OF CLAYTON OTTO BEDUZE 
SON OF JARRED AND TARAH BEDUZE 

Following the concluding prayer of the baptismal rite, the congregation sings: 

HYMN	 See This Wonder in the Making | 646:1-3 

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 © 1984 Concordia Publishing House.



FIRST READING 	 Exodus 32:15-29 

15 Moses turned and went down the mountain with the two tablets of the covenant law in 
his hands. They were inscribed on both sides, front and back. 16 The tablets were the 
work of God; the writing was the writing of God, engraved on the tablets.  

17 When Joshua heard the noise of the people shouting, he said to Moses, “There is the 
sound of war in the camp.”  

18 Moses replied:  

“It is not the sound of victory,  
it is not the sound of defeat;  
it is the sound of singing that I hear.”  

19 When Moses approached the camp and saw the calf and the dancing, his anger 
burned and he threw the tablets out of his hands, breaking them to pieces at the foot of 
the mountain. 20 And he took the calf the people had made and burned it in the fire; then 
he ground it to powder, scattered it on the water and made the Israelites drink it.  

21 He said to Aaron, “What did these people do to you, that you led them into such great sin?”  

22 “Do not be angry, my lord,” Aaron answered. “You know how prone these people are 
to evil. 23 They said to me, ‘Make us gods who will go before us. As for this fellow Moses 
who brought us up out of Egypt, we don’t know what has happened to him.’ 24 So I told 
them, ‘Whoever has any gold jewelry, take it off.’ Then they gave me the gold, and I threw 
it into the fire, and out came this calf!”  

25 Moses saw that the people were running wild and that Aaron had let them get out of 
control and so become a laughingstock to their enemies. 26 So he stood at the entrance to 
the camp and said, “Whoever is for the LORD, come to me.” And all the Levites rallied to him.  

27 Then he said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: ‘Each man strap a 
sword to his side. Go back and forth through the camp from one end to the other, each 
killing his brother and friend and neighbor.’ ” 28 The Levites did as Moses commanded, 
and that day about three thousand of the people died. 29 Then Moses said, “You have 
been set apart to the LORD today, for you were against your own sons and brothers, and 
he has blessed you this day.”  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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When we hear Aaron’s 
excuses, we recognize 
our own rationalizations. 
What are we tempted to 
make into idols in our 
lives?



SECOND READING 	 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal 
life to which you were called when you made your good 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 In the sight of 
God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while 
testifying before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I 
charge you 14 to keep this command without spot or blame until the appearing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will bring about in his own time—God, the blessed and 
only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in 
unapproachable light, whom no one has seen or can see. To him be honor and might 
forever. Amen.   

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION	 Fight the Good Fight | 876:1 
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St. Paul describes the 
good fight of faith.



GOSPEL 	 Matthew 10:34-42 

34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn  

“ ‘a man against his father,  
a daughter against her mother,  

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—  
36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own 

household.’ 

37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone 
who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever does not 
take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will lose 
it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it.  

40 “Anyone who welcomes you welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. 41 Whoever welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a 
prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a righteous person as a righteous person will 
receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to 
one of these little ones who is my disciple, truly I tell you, that person will certainly not 
lose their reward.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 

CHILDREN’S LESSON	  

Children are invited to come forward and gather on the steps in the front of the sanctuary for a 
lesson with the pastor. 
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Jesus calls us to love him 
above all—more than 
family or friends, more 
than personal safety or 
even life itself.



HYMN OF THE DAY	 O Church, Arise | 870 
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SERMON	 FIGHT THE GOOD FIGHT 
	 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

CONFESSION OF FAITH	 The Meaning of Baptism for Our Daily Life 
	 Martin Luther 

As we seek to love God above all things, we draw upon his power in our baptisms.  Thus, today, 
for our confession of faith we use Luther’s explanation of Baptism’s meaning for our daily lives. 

What does baptizing with water mean for our daily lives? 
Baptism means that the old Adam in us should be drowned by daily contrition and 
repentance, and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new 
person should daily arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.  

Where is this written?  
Saint Paul says in Romans, chapter 6, “We were … buried with [Christ] through baptism into 
death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
we too may live a new life.” 

THANK OFFERING 

Online gifts may be given by scanning the QR code or at redeemerfdl.org/give.  
You may also use the Vanco app: Search first for Fond du Lac, then scroll down to 
Redeemer. Online givers may place the cards located in the card rack on the back 
of the pews into the plate. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER	  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 	 My Heart Is Filled with Thankfulness | 626
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