
THE RISEN SAVIOR PROVIDES 
GOOD SHEPHERDING



EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

WELCOME!  Thank you for joining us for worship today.  At Redeemer we believe that the 
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more 
than just words.  It’s the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts.  Our 
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our 
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving.  May you be richly blessed as we worship together! 

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you.  If you are a guest 
with us today, please take a moment to fill out a card and hand it to either an usher or 
pastor or place it in the offering plate or the box in the gathering area. 

PARENTS’ ROOM  If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need 
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books are available to keep 
little hands busy during worship.  They are located on a corner shelf in the gathering area. 

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area.  A family restroom is immediately to your 
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary.  The other 
restrooms are to your left. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box, in the literature rack on the 
rear wall of the sanctuary, or in the visitor card slots on the back of each pew. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with 
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service.  You may also contact us 
anytime using the information below. 
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James Borgwardt, Pastor｜920-204-4015 
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org 

Chris Rathje, Pastor｜352-445-8366 
crathje@redeemerfdl.org 

David P. Lecker, Principal｜989-245-4015 
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org

www.redeemerfdl.org 

606 Forest Avenue 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager 
920-921-4020 
office@redeemerfdl.org
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THE EASTER SEASON 
April 21/22, 2024 

RESURRECTION REALITY 

We must not think of Jesus’ resurrection like a happy ending to another epic fable. The 
resurrection is not legend. It really happened. Easter is not just a holiday. Easter is history. If 
Christ remained dead, he is a fraud and failure. But Christ has indeed been raised! So, the 
reality is that Jesus is exactly who he claimed to be—the Son of God and our Lord and Savior. If 
Christ remained dead, then the grave is the final, ugly, rotten end of us all. But Christ has 
indeed been raised. So, the reality is Jesus’ resurrection proves that “all will be made alive” (1 
Corinthians 15:22). The reality of the resurrection does not just change our future, but the way 
we look at life now. In this glorious season, let us meditate upon the breath-taking implications 
of the resurrection reality: 

April 7 The Living Lord Gives Proof and Peace ..................................

April 14 We Have a Meaningful Message to Share .....................

April 21 The Risen Savior Provides Good Shepherding ............

April 28 The Living Lord Produces Active Faith ............................

May 5 Jesus’ Business Is Love; Therefore So Is Ours ...................

May 12 We Will Overcome This Broken World ............................

May 19 Christ Has Not Left Us Alone  ............................................

TODAY’S FOCUS: THE RISEN SAVIOR PROVIDES GOOD SHEPHERDING 

Scripture frequently pictures spiritual care in terms of a shepherd watching over sheep. Sheep 
are helpless animals—an easy meal for predators. For sheep to survive they need a shepherd 
who not only leads them to sources of food, but who also is willing to tangle with a pack of 
wolves. Jesus is such a shepherd. He proved he is willing to lay down his life for his sheep.  

The word “pastor” comes from the Latin word for “shepherd.” Today, there are plenty of people
—pastors, religious leaders, etc.—who claim they can provide healing for your soul. Yet, 
Scripture warns that “many” of these are “false prophets” (1 John 4:1) who “distort the truth” 
(Acts 20:30). Many! But the resurrection reality is that our Good Shepherd is faithful. He raises 
up true under-shepherds who know Christ and proclaim the truth of his gospel. 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

OPENING HYMN Come, Thou Almighty King | 921 

OPENING VERSES Isaiah 40:10,11 

Minister  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
Congregation He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, 
and he rules with a mighty arm. 

He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms  
and carries them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Brothers and sisters, in spite of the faithful leading and loving guidance of our Good 
Shepherd, every one of us must admit that we are sheep, who are prone to wander.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and seek his forgiveness.   

Loving Shepherd,   
we have strayed away from your ways like lost sheep.   

We have followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts.  
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law, 

both by what we have done and what we have left undone.   
Have mercy on us! Spare us, forgive us, and restore us.  

Jesus, our Good Shepherd, laid down his life for us, his sheep.  He suffered the punishment 
of hell that we deserve.  Therefore, as his called servant and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son ✙ and of the Holy Spirit.  Surely, your 
Shepherd’s goodness and love will follow you all the days of your life, 
and we will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. Amen!  
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GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead 
us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house 
forevermore; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   
Amen. 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING Acts 20:28-32 

28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy 
Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of 
God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I know that after I 
leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare 
the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort 
the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember 
that for three years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears.  

32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and 
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY  Psalm 23 
 Shepherd Me, O God 

The cantor sings the verses of the psalm.  The congregation sings the refrain. 
 

God is my shepherd, so nothing shall I want, 
    I rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love, 
    I walk by the quiet waters of peace.    Refrain 

Gently you raise me and heal my weary soul, 
    you lead me by pathways of righteousness and truth, 
    my spirit shall sing the music of your name.    Refrain 

Though I should wander the valley of death, 
    I fear no evil, for you are at my side, 
    your rod and your staff, my comfort and my hope.    Refrain 

You have set me a banquet of love in the face of hatred, 
    crowning me with love beyond my pow’r to hold.    Refrain 

Surely your kindness and mercy follow me all the days of my life; 
    I will dwell in the house of my God forevermore.    Refrain 

 Text: Marty Haugen 
 Text and tune: © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717598 
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SECOND READING  1 John 4:1-6 

1 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 
2 This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every spirit that 
acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, 3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not 
from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard 
is coming and even now is already in the world.  

4 You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in 
you is greater than the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore 
speak from the viewpoint of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, 
and whoever knows God listens to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. 
This is how we recognize the Spirit of truth and the spirit of falsehood.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL  John 10:11-18 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The 
hired hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf 
attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man runs away because he 
is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me—15 just as the 
Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have 
other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to 
my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves 
me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay 
it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. 
This command I received from my Father.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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 St. John encourages us 
to test all those who 
claim to have a spiritual 
message. Not all such 
individuals have been 
sent by God.

Jesus explains why he 
is the good shepherd.



CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY The King of Love My Shepherd Is | 552 

SERMON THE RISEN SAVIOR PROVIDES GOOD SHEPHERDING 
 1 John 4:1-6 
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OFFERING 

 Online gifts may be given by scanning the QR code or at redeemerfdl.org/give.  
You may also use the Vanco app: Search first for Fond du Lac, then scroll down to 
Redeemer. Online givers may place the cards located in the card rack on the back 
of the pews into the plate. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 
sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection 
restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 
your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take and eat. This is my ✙ body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it all of you; this 
is my ✙ blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
Amen. 
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JESUS, LAMB OF GOD 
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PREPARATION FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER 

In the Bible, God tells us that a person ought to examine himself or herself before receiving 
Holy Communion (1 Corinthians 11:28,29).  Those who receive Communion today confess 
they hold the following convictions: 

• I repent of all my sins, holding nothing back from God (1 John 1:9). 

• I believe that Jesus took away my sins through his death on the cross (1 John 3:5). 

• I believe that in Communion I receive Jesus’ true body and blood along with the bread and 
the wine ( Matthew 26:26-27, 1 Corinthians 10:16). 

• I agree with all the teachings of this church family, as I have learned to know them through 
their instruction classes. 

If you have any questions or are interested in taking our Bible instruction class, please speak 
with one of our pastors after worship. 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb | 804 

 O Lord, We Praise You | 673 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
his mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 
this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 
strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 
you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN  Go, My Children, with My Blessing | 930:1,4 

Service Setting Two from Christian Worship. Tune: Marty Haugen © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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