
Followers of Christ Maintain 
Proper Priorities



EDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL 

WELCOME!  Thank you for joining us for worship today.  At Redeemer we believe that the 
gospel message, the good news that Jesus has won for us forgiveness and eternal life, is more 
than just words.  It’s the power God uses to create and strengthen faith in our hearts.  Our 
worship focuses on the proclamation of this life-saving message as we respond with our 
prayers, praise, and thanksgiving.  May you be richly blessed as we worship together! 

VISITOR CARDS are located in the card rack on the pew in front of you.  If you are a guest 
with us today, please take a moment to fill out a card and hand it to either an usher or 
pastor or place it in the offering plate or the box in the gathering area. 

PARENTS’ ROOM  If you have a young child or nursing infant and you find yourself in need 
of stepping out for a moment, a parents’ room is located in the rear of the sanctuary. 

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS as well as a collection of Arch books and doodle pads are 
available to keep little hands busy during worship.  You’ll find them on a corner shelf in the 
gathering area. 

RESTROOMS are located in the gathering area.  A family restroom is immediately to your 
right as you exit through the double doors in the rear of the sanctuary. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS can be found in your church bulletin box, in the literature rack on the 
rear wall of the sanctuary, or in the visitor card slots on the back of each pew. 

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the ushers in the rear of the 
sanctuary.  If you would like more information about Redeemer, please feel free to speak with 
one of our pastors or any one of the members after the service.  You may also contact us 
anytime using the information below. 
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James Borgwardt, Pastor｜920-204-4015 
jborgwardt@redeemerfdl.org 

Chris Rathje, Pastor｜352-445-8366 
crathje@redeemerfdl.org 

David P. Lecker, Principal｜989-245-4015 
dlecker@redeemerfdl.org

www.redeemerfdl.org 

606 Forest Avenue 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

Rachel Jahns, Office Manager 
920-921-4020 
office@redeemerfdl.org
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WORSHIP IN THE SEASON OF PENTECOST 
October 13/14, 2024 

THE NEED FOR FOLLOWERSHIP 

“We need better leadership!” Have you ever said that? Perhaps you were frustrated with the 
direction being taken by some elected official or by management at your workplace or by the 
coach of your favorite team. You were frustrated because you know that no matter how many 
resources an organization has, it will flounder if leaders do not lead well. Jesus Christ is the 
leader of our congregation, our home, our lives, and his leadership is perfect in every way. 
Therefore, when things are amiss in any of those arenas, what is needed is not better 
leadership, but better followership. In this series, we ask Christ to empower us with his Spirit so 
that we might better follow his lead. 

September 1 Followers of Christ Obey His Law from the Heart ....................

September 8 Followers of Christ See the True Purpose of His Power ..............

September 15 Followers of Christ Are Armed for Battle .................................

September 22 Followers of Christ Are Humble Servants ................................

September 29 Break from Series for Fall Festival Worship ..............................

October 6 Followers of Christ Know How to Love Their Families ..................

October 13 Followers of Christ Maintain Proper Priorities ...........................

October 20 Followers of Christ Make Selfless Sacrifices .................................

TODAY’S FOCUS: FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST MAINTAIN PROPER PRIORITIES 

People think that establishing priorities is about ranking things in order of importance. But it is 
more than that. We do not have unlimited time and energy. So, establishing priorities enables 
us to say “no” to things which might be good yet not truly important. Without proper priorities, 
one inevitably will pursue that which is nice while downplaying that which is needed. 

Throughout Scripture believers are urged to prioritize. It is the heart of the First 
Commandment: “You shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). Jesus calls for 
prioritization when he says, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33). As 
followers of Christ we strive to maintain proper priorities and thank God for his grace and 
forgiveness when we don’t. 
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THE CHURCH GATHERS FOR WORSHIP 

OPENING HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word | 919:1-3 

INVOCATION   

Minister In the name of the Father, and of the ✙ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation Amen. 

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
the maker of heaven and earth. 

Let us confess our sins to God and ask for his forgiveness. 
Almighty God, merciful Father, 
    I confess to you that I have not loved you with all my heart. 
        In what I have done and left undone, 
            I have pursued my ways instead of your ways. 
    I have not loved others as you command. 
For this I deserve your punishment now and forever. 
    I am sorry for my sins. 
    I repent of them. 
    I beg for your mercy. 

Forgive us for the sake of Jesus Christ, who suffered and died for us. 
Cleanse me from my sins. 
Release me from my guilt. 
Grant me your Holy Spirit to amend my sinful life.  

Jesus says to his people, “If you forgive anyone’s sins, their sins are forgiven.”  Therefore, in 
the name and by the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins. 
Amen. May the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, in our words, and in our actions. 
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RESPONSE OF PRAISE Blessed Jesus, at Your Word | 919:4 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus Christ, you are our greatest treasure.  The forgiveness, life, and salvation that you 
have won for us are more valuable than anything this world could ever give us.  Forgive us for 
all the times that we have given up the number one place in our hearts that rightly belongs 
only to you, and by your Spirit, strengthen us to maintain proper priorities each day as we 
serve you and others; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
Amen. 
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FIRST READING 2 Kings 5:14-27 

14 So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of God 
had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.  

15 Then Naaman and all his attendants went back to the man of God. He stood before 
him and said, “Now I know that there is no God in all the world except in Israel. So please 
accept a gift from your servant.”  

16 The prophet answered, “As surely as the Lord lives, whom I 
serve, I will not accept a thing.” And even though Naaman urged 
him, he refused.  

17 “If you will not,” said Naaman, “please let me, your servant, be given as much earth as a 
pair of mules can carry, for your servant will never again make burnt offerings and 
sacrifices to any other god but the Lord. 18 But may the Lord forgive your servant for this 
one thing: When my master enters the temple of Rimmon to bow down and he is leaning 
on my arm and I have to bow there also—when I bow down in the temple of Rimmon, may 
the Lord forgive your servant for this.”  

19 “Go in peace,” Elisha said.  

After Naaman had traveled some distance, 20 Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of 
God, said to himself, “My master was too easy on Naaman, this Aramean, by not 
accepting from him what he brought. As surely as the Lord lives, I will run after him and 
get something from him.”  

21 So Gehazi hurried after Naaman. When Naaman saw him running toward him, he got 
down from the chariot to meet him. “Is everything all right?” he asked.  

22 “Everything is all right,” Gehazi answered. “My master sent me to say, ‘Two young men 
from the company of the prophets have just come to me from the hill country of Ephraim. 
Please give them a talent of silver and two sets of clothing.’ ”  

23 “By all means, take two talents,” said Naaman. He urged Gehazi to accept them, and 
then tied up the two talents of silver in two bags, with two sets of clothing. He gave them 
to two of his servants, and they carried them ahead of Gehazi. 24 When Gehazi came to 
the hill, he took the things from the servants and put them away in the house. He sent the 
men away and they left.  
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THE WORD

The prophet Elisha’s 
servant, Gehazi, 
prioritized riches over 
his walk with God.



25 When he went in and stood before his master, Elisha asked him, “Where have you 
been, Gehazi?”  

“Your servant didn’t go anywhere,” Gehazi answered.  

26 But Elisha said to him, “Was not my spirit with you when the man got down from his 
chariot to meet you? Is this the time to take money or to accept clothes—or olive groves 
and vineyards, or flocks and herds, or male and female slaves? 27 Naaman’s leprosy will 
cling to you and to your descendants forever.” Then Gehazi went from Elisha’s presence 
and his skin was leprous—it had become as white as snow. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 90 

Text: Stephen P. Starke; Tune: G. A. Hennig 
Text: © 2011 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: License no. 130002340 
Tune: © 2006 G. A. Hennig, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 717598 
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SECOND READING  Hebrews 4:12-13 

12 For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all creation is hidden from 
God’s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the 
eyes of him to whom we must give account.  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL  Mark 10:17-27 

17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell on his knees before him. 
“Good teacher,” he asked, “what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  

18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is good—except God alone. 19 You 
know the commandments: ‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not 
steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”  

20 “Teacher,” he declared, “all these I have kept since I was a boy.”  

21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he said. “Go, sell everything you 
have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  

22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, because he had 
great wealth.  

23 Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is 
for the rich to enter the kingdom of God!”  

24 The disciples were amazed at his words. But Jesus said again, 
“Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is 
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.”  

26 The disciples were even more amazed, and said to each other, “Who then can be saved?”  

27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but not with God; all 
things are possible with God.”  

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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God’s Word is like a 
sword. It cuts through 
our pretensions and 
pride and exposes our 
true priorities.

Jesus helps a young 
man see a problem 
deeper than his failure 
to keep God’s law 
perfectly—that he 
prioritized his wealth 
above the call to 
follow Christ.



CHILDREN’S LESSON 

The children are invited to come forward and sit on the steps leading up to the altar for a Bible 
lesson with the pastor. 

HYMN OF THE DAY My Worth Is Not in What I Own | 753 

SERMON WHAT DO YOU TREASURE? 
 Mark 10:17-27 

CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge 
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

OFFERING 

 Online gifts may be given by scanning the QR code or at redeemerfdl.org/give.  
You may also use the Vanco app: Search first for Fond du Lac, then scroll down to 
Redeemer. Online givers may place the cards located in the card rack on the 
back of the pews into the plate. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
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LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done  

on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins,  

as we forgive those  
who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours  
now and forever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and ✙ give you peace. 
Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN (8am & 6:30pm) Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise | 931 
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CLOSING HYMN (10:30am) May the Peoples Praise You 
 Keith & Kristyn Getty 
The choir sings verses 1-4, the first two chorus’s, and the bridge. 
The congregation joins the choir for verse 5 and the chorus’s marked in bold. 

[Verses 1-2] 
You have called us out of darkest night 
Into Your glorious light 
That we may sing the wonders of 
The risen Christ 

May our every breath retell the grace 
That broke into our strife 
With boundless love and deepest joy 
With endless life 

[Chorus] 
May the peoples praise You 
Let the nations be glad 
All Your blessing comes 
That we may praise 
May praise the Name of Jesus 

[Verses 3-4] 
All the earth is Yours and all within 
Each harvest is Your own 
And from Your hand we give to You 
To make Christ known 

May the seeds of mercy grow in us 
For those who have not heard 
May songs of praise build lives of grace 
To spread Your Word 

[Chorus} 
May the peoples praise You 
Let the nations be glad 
All Your blessing comes 
That we may praise 
May praise the Name of Jesus 

[Verse 5] 
This our holy privilege to declare 
Your praises and Your name 
To every nation, tribe and tongue 
Your church proclaims 

[Chorus} 
May the peoples praise You 
Let the nations be glad 
All Your blessing comes 
That we may praise 
May praise the Name of Jesus 

[Bridge] 
Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 
Worthy, worthy is the Lamb Who was slain 
Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 
All creation praise Your glorious Name 

[Chorus x2] 
May the peoples praise You 
Let the nations be glad 
All Your blessing comes 
That we may praise 
May praise the Name of Jesus 
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